Rural  District  of  Malmesbury 


REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1945 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : 


(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD,  m.d.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.p.h.,  from 
October  to  December,  1945. 

R.  M.  MOORE,  m.b.,  from  January  to  September,  1945. 


(b)  Sanitary  Inspector — 

R.  S.  PIERCE,  c.s.i.b.,  Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspectors 
Certificate,  r.s.i. 


J.  Riddick,  Printer,  Malmesbury 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1945.  This  report  is  based  on  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  28/46  dated  lltli  February,  1946,  and  is  therefore 
curtailed. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD,  m.d., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres) 

58129 

Population  (1945) 

8807 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945  accordin 

g  to  Rate  Book)  2567 

Rateable  Value 

£48425 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£213 

Vital  Statistics 

for  1945. 

Total 

M 

F 

Cf. 

Rate  E.&W. 

Live  Births 

188 

93 

95 

Legitimate 

168 

87 

81 

Illegitimate  . 

20 

6 

14 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  population ) 

21.3  16.1 

Still  Births 

7 

4 

3 

Rate  (per  1000  total  births)  . 

37.2 

Cf. 


Total 

M 

F 

Rate  E.&W. 

Deaths 

99 

44 

55 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

11.2  11.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births . 

3 

1 

2 

15.8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000 
legitimate  live  births 

2 

1 

1 

1 1.9 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 

1 

0 

1 

50.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

1 

0 

1 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

0 

0 

0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

0 

0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0 

0 

0 

,,  Influenza  • 

1 

,,  Respiratory  Diseases 

(21,22,23) 

8 

,,  Diseases  of  Heart  and 

Blood  Vessels  (18, 19,20) 

46 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  occurring  in 
the  District  during  the  year  1945. 


Disease 

Total  cases  notified 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

5 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Measles 

17 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  all  causes 


Causs  Male  Female  Total 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system  2  13 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  0  1  1 

Influenza  .  .  Oil 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F)  0  1  1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  Oil 

Cancer  of  breast  0  1  1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  4  1  5 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  2  6  8 

Heart  dis.  .  .  18  17  35 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  system  1  2  3 

Bronchitis  1  3  4 

Pneumonia  2  1  3 

Other  resp.  dis.  0  1  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  2  0  2 

Appendicitis  0  0  0 

Other  digve.  dis.  .  1  1  2 

Nephritis  2  4  6 

Puer.  and  post  abort,  sepsis  0  0  0 

Other  maternal  causes .  0  1  1 

Prem.  birth  1  0  1 

Con.  mal.  birth  in j .  infant  dis.  1  1  2 

Suicide  1  0  1 

Road  traffic  acc.  1  1  2 

Other  violent  causes  .  1  1  2 

All  other  causes  4  9  1 3 


44  55  99 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

15 

25 

1 

1 

35 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

55 

< 

65 

and  upwards 

Totals 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Water  Supplies. 

i  Area  at  Present  Supplied. 

A  piped  water  supply  is  available  in  the  following  parishes  : 
Brink  worth 
Dauntsey 
Minety 
Part  Lea  and 
Cleverton 

St.  Paul  Without 

Sherston 

Hullavington 
Oaksey 
Lucki  ngton 
Sop  worth 
Norton  (part) 

Brokenborough 
Charlton 
Part  Crudwell 
Easton  Grey 
St.  Paul  Without 

(Rodbourne)  J 

Estimated  2567  houses  in  the  Rural  District,  approximately 
1200  at  present  have  piped  supply. 

ii  Works  carried  out  during  year  ended  3  1st  Dec.,  1945. 

(a)  Supply  of  water  to  village  of  Crudwell  from  borehole  on 
housing  site,  Tudor’s  Lane,  in  progress  and  nearly  completed. 

(b)  West  Gloucester  Water  Co.  laying  4-in.  main  to  village 
of  E  ox  ley. 

iii  Post  War  Schemes. 

Schemes  are  in  course  of  preparation  by  which  it  is 
anticipated  that  every  house  in  the  Rural  District  will  have  main 
supply  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

iv  Analyses. 

The  following  water  supplies  have  been  examined  : 

Source  Analyst’s  Remarks 

Hullavington.  Neither  chemical  nor  bacteriological  examination 

show  any  evidence  of  pollution. 

Oaksey.  Chemical  analysis  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  non-faecal 
col i forms  present  in  appreciable  numbers.  Eaecal 
col i  forms  are  absent. 


Bulk  supply  from  Cricklade  &  Wootton 
Bassett  R.D.C. 


J 


)  Bulk  supply  from  Malmesbury  Borough 
Council. 

Bulk  supply  from  West  Gloucester 
Water  Co.  since  27th  March,  1945. 

Supplied  by  Malmesbury  R.D.C. 

Supplied  in  detail  by  West  Gloucester 
Wrater  Co. 


Partly  supplied  by  privately  owned 
supplies. 


The  bulk  supplies  from  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 
Rural  District  Council  and  from  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Co. 
are  chlorinated  at  source. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Villages  with  Sewers  and  Disposal  Plants. 

Sewers  and  small  obsolete  disposal  plants  are  existing  in  the 
following  parishes:  Crudwell,  St.  Paul  Without  (Burton  Hill), 
and  Sherston. 

Villages  with  Sewers  but  no  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Brinkworth,  Hullavington,  Lea  and  Cleverton,  Luckington, 
Oaksey,  St.  Paul  Without  (Corston),  Great  Somerford,  Little 
Somerford,  and  Sopworth. 


Works  are  considered  necessary  in  the  following  parishes  : 


Probable 

No.  of 

Probable 

No.  of 

Parish  houses  to  be  served 

Parish  •  houses  to  be  served 

Brinkworth 

132 

Lea  and  Cleverton 

02 

Brokenborough  . 

47 

Little  Somerford  . 

70 

Charlton 

55 

Luckington 

115 

Crudwell 

142 

Minety 

130 

Dauntsev 

60 

Oaksev 

86 

Easton  Grev 

22 

St.  Paul  Without . 

237 

Great  Somerford  . 

131 

Sherston 

333 

Hullavington 

120 

Sopworth 

32 

Pollution  of  Rivers 

AND 

Streams. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  two  serious  pollutions  of 
the  River  Avon  in  the  Great  Somerford  area,  but  it  has  proved 
impossible  to  determine  the  source  of  pollution. 

The  Wilts  County  Council  are  the  authority  under  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  terminated  the 
collection  of  house  refuse  by  contract  and  purchased  a  10  cubic 
yard,  side-loading,  tipping  “Dennis’’  lorry,  engaged  2  full-time 
men  and  now  carry  out  collection  by  direct  labour.  Sherston  is 
scavenged  fortnightly  and  the  remainder  of  the  District  monthly. 

All  types  of  household  refuse  are  collected  and  deposited  at 
four  tips  :  Old  Brickworks,  Brinkworth  (owned  by  the  Council), 
Oaksey,  Knockdown  and  Hullavington  (by  arrangement  with 
the  owners). 


Difficulties  have  been  experienced  due  to  the  large  proportion 
of  bottles  and  tins  collected  and  the  small  proportion  of  ashes 
and  other  suitable  covering  materials.  Xo  infestations  bv  rats 
and  flies  have  been  experienced. 

Manv  householders  continue  to  collect  refuse  in  old  boxes, 
sacks,  baths  and  buckets  which  are  not  covered  and  are  not  suit¬ 
able  as  refuse  receptacles.  It  is  suggested  that  action  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  provision  of  covered  sanitary  dustbins  in  all  cases. 

During  the  period  June  9th-December  3 1st  the  lorry  covered 
2S59  miles  on  refuse  collection  in  the  Rural  District. 

Since  the  17th  July,  1945.  the  lorry  has  been  used  to  give  a 
twice-weekly  collection  in  the  Borough  of  Malmesbury,  bv 
arrangement  between  the  two  Councils. 

Collections  generally  have  been  satisfactory. 


Food. 


(a)  Milk. 


Number  of  producers  in  area 
Number  of  retailers  in  area 
Number  of  producers  of  T.T.  milk 
Number  of  producers  of  Accredited  milk 


392 

32 

23 

40 


There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District.  No 
statutory  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  milk  during  the 
vear. 

j 

The  introduction  of  the  “Phosphatase”  test  and  the  bi¬ 
monthly  sampling  of  milk  from  all  producers,  with  follow-up 
advisory  visits  from  the  Wilts  W.A.E.C.  has  shown  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  methods  generally. 

The  financial  bonus  to  the  producers  of  T.T.  and  Accredited 
milks  is  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  number  of  such  producers. 
The  standard  of  milk  production  has  shown  a  distinct  improve¬ 
ment  during  the  past  years,  though  there  is  still  insufficient 
control  and  attention  to  detail. 

(b)  Bakehouses. 

There  are  live  bakehouses  in  the  Rural  District,  one  each  at 
Brinkworth,  Lea  and  Minety,  and  two  at  Sherston.  No  notices 
have  been  served,  necessary  alterations  have  been  discussed  and 
agreed  on  the  spot.  All  bakehouses  are  clean  and  generally  in 
srood  condition. 

O 


(c)  Meat. 

There  is  no  slaughtering  in  the  District,  all  meat  being 
delivered  from  Ministry  of  Food  Central  Slaughterhouses. 
Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  to 
the  unsatisfactory  methods  of  delivery  and  handling.  The  vans 
are  dirty  and  not  properly  protected,  workmen  are  not  provided 
with  Ik >ods  and  overalls.  Some  improvement  in  conditions  has 
been  observed. 

There  are  four  butchers’  shops  in  the  District,  which  are 
generally  in  good  condition. 

Meat  condemned  during  the  year  under  review — 27 1  lbs.  beef. 

(d)  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

One  fried  fish  shop  is  registered  and  is  satisfactory. 

School  Children. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  re-inspection,  269  children  in  the 
Routine  Age-groups  were  examined  during  the  yearjunder  review. 
Of  these,  71%  were  found  to  be  of  normal  nutrition  and  15%  were 
excellent.  13%  were  found  to  be  slightly  sub-normal  and  1% 
badly  under-nourished.  These  figures  are  favourable,  but  it  lias 
been  noted  that  many  children  show  signs  of  fatigue.  This  is 
particularly  noticeable  amongst  boys  who,  in  some  cases,  appear 
pale  and  fatigued  and  have  developed  a  poor  posture.  It  is 
considered  that,  especially  during  the  summer,  many  of  these 
children  do  not  obtain  sufficient  rest.  Also  in  some  cases  these 
boys  are  employed  either  before  or  after  school  in  such  occupations 
as  delivering  newspapers,  groceries,  etc.  The  school  curriculum 
with  its  many  activities  is  more  than  sufficient  for  a  growing  child 
and  employment  either  before  or  after  school  is  not  considered 
advisable  for  any  child,  however  well  nourished. 

Closure  of  Schools  during  1945. 

There  were  no  school  closures  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  children 
have  been  successfully  immunised  : 

Ages  1-4  .  232  (28.7%)  Ages  5-14  .  900  (66  6%) 

Total  .  1132  (52.5%) 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  under 
review. 


